


Monday, July 31, 2006~ 1 he death toll in California
has ri sen to nearly
heat.
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PARIS: The number of people who
died in Prance because of the August
heat wave is 15000, the country’s
largest undertaker estimated Tuesday,
placing the death toll about 3,500 higher
than the official government figure.

Isabelle Dubois-Costes, a spokes-
woman for General Funeral Services,
said the revised total includes deaths
from the second half of August, after re-
cord-breaking temperatures  had
abated.

Late last month, the government is-
sued its official estimate of 11435, but
the Health Surveillance Institute,
which calculated the death toll for the
government, said Tuesday that the total
only counted deaths through the first
half of August

The institute said it would release a
new estimate that includes ali of August
at the end of September.

General Funeral Services, which
handles 25 percent of the funerals in
France, compiled its figure by estimat-
ing how many more deaths it handled in
August compared with last year and
multiplying the result by four to get an
estimate for the country.

The company was the first to come
forward with an estimate that registered
the magnirude of the disaster when it
announced in August that 10,000 had

died. At the time, the government put
the figure at a maximum of 3,000.

The heat wave brought suffocating
temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsi-
us (104 degrees Fahrenheit) in the first
two weeks of August ina country where
air conditioning is rare. The heat baked
many parts of Europe, but nowhere was

The revised total
includes deaths from
the second half
of August.

the toll higher than in France.

While the bulk of the victims — many
of them elderly — died during the heat
wave, others apparently were greatly
weakened during the peak tempera-
tures but did not die until days later,
when temperatures had come down
somewhat.

The hig? death toll has triggered an
angry debate in France over shortcom-
ings of the health system. The govern-
ment is considering eliminating a na-
tional holiday to raise revenues for
clderly care,

The French lifestyle has also come
under scrutiny, since some of the elderly
victims died alone in their homes while
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families were away on lengthy August
vacations. Authorities reportedly had
difficulty making contact with survi-
vors who were away on vacation.

A team of medial experts named by
the Health Ministry to conduct the first
official inquiry into the crisis issuved a
scathing report Monday that found “an
error in anticipation, organization and
coordination,” and said “the response
was not suited” to the situation.

The experts said the “compartment-
alization™ of services between the
health and other ministries and work-
ers in the ficld prevented a pooling of
available information about the scope
of the crisis.

French doctors on Tuesday reacted
angrily to the government report.

Gilles Brucker, director of the Health
Surveillance Institute, disputed the re-
port's assertion that the institute failed
to perform as it was supposed to as tem-
peratures rose dangerously high.

The institwte “did all thar It was
asked,” Brucker was quoted as saying in
an interview published Tuesday in Le
Parisien newspaper.

Brucker also disputed the report’s al-
legation that an alert system would have
made a substantial difference in the
scope of the disaster, adding that France
simply needs a heat-wave plan “because
the entire country wasn't prepared for
such a catastrophe.” (AFF, AP)







Heat Sources




Heat Gain by the Body.

A Muscle activity and other body functions
A Direct radiation from the sun's rays
A Heat transfer from the air

A High humidity which hinders the cooling
of the body through the evaporation of
sweat
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